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VIA E-COMMENT

January 14, 2021

Environmental Quality Board
P.O. Box 8477
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8477

Re: CO2 Budget Trading Program - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 50 Pa.B. 6212
Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Board,

The undersigned local and statewide organizations and Pennsylvania residents hereby submit the
following comments in response to the Environmental Quality Board (EQB) Proposed
Rulemaking — CO2 Budget Trading Program.

The proposed CO2 Budget Trading Program provides a distinct opportunity to address the
impacts of environmental pollutants, while allowing auction proceeds to remediate economic
inequities often resulting from climate mitigation efforts. As such, we are supportive of the
proposed program, and urge its adoption. Nevertheless, as explained below, we recommend that
enhanced regulatory protections are included in the rulemaking to further safeguard low income
communities and communities of color against economic and localized environmental
consequences that may result from the program.

Low income communities and communities of color are disproportionately impacted by
environmental pollutants — both inside their homes and in their surrounding communities. At the
same time, solutions to remediate environmental pollutants can be quite costly — and can threaten
the ability of low income communities and communities of color to maintain critical energy
services to their home.

To help ensure the protection of vulnerable communities from these intersectional issues when
implementing the proposed CO2 Budget Trading Program, we offer two recommendations:

e First, we recommend that the regulation include a triennial assessment and remediation
plan. The assessment should examine the economic and environmental impact of RGGI on
low income communities, communities of color, and frontline communities, and should
include a plan for remediation of identified impacts. The assessment should be subject to a
robust and inclusive public input and comment process to ensure that solutions are
grounded in local solutions.

e Second, we recommend that the regulation include principle guidelines for reinvestment to
ensure that low income communities and communities of color are prioritized for
investment of program proceeds. Specifically, we recommend that the proposed rule
include language that prioritizes reinvestment in programs that are administered by local,
community-based organizations and measurably improve the availability of energy
efficiency and usage reduction assistance for low income households.



While Pennsylvania has a number of energy efficiency programs that serve low income families
each year, there are tremendous gaps in those programs that prevent many of Pennsylvania’s most
vulnerable households from receiving services to reduce energy costs, improve indoor air quality,
and offset bill impacts that may be caused by the proposed regulation. Targeting reinvestments to
fill the gaps in existing programs would help to measurably improve Pennsylvania’s affordable
housing stock, strengthen Pennsylvania’s skilled workforce, and provide critical economic relief
to low income households.

Vulnerable communities should not bear any cost — direct or indirect — for joining RGGI.
Indeed, energy affordability is a significant driver of environmental justice. We cannot
achieve one without the other.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on this important proposed rulemaking.

Respectfully Submitted,

On behalf of the undersigned organizations and individuals.
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Elizabeth R. Marx, Esq.

Executive Director

Pennsylvania Utility Law Project
118 Locust Street

Harrisburg, PA 17111
emarxpulp@palegalaid.net

Organizations:

Bernadette Bowman
The House of Home

Bishop Dwayne Royster
POWER

Brooke Petry
Moms Clean Air Force
Pennsylvania Chapter

Dan Fajt
Westmoreland Non-Profit Housing
Corporation

Danny Jones
Greater Erie Community Action
Committee

Dave Young
Schuylkill Community Action

Dena Driscoll
5t Square

Elizabeth Alex
CASA

Eugene Mariani
One Pennsylvania



Gene Brady
PA Weatherization Providers Task Force

Gene Brady
Commission on Economic Opportunity

Henry McKay
Solar United Neighbors

Jennifer Rafanan Kennedy
Pittsburgh United

Keegan Sumser

Lynn McUmber

Maria Grazier

Peggy S. Yanacek

Crawford County Mental Health
Awareness Program, Inc.

Laura A Blau
BluPath Design Inc.

Laura Handel
HELP: Medical-Legal Partnership at
Widener Delaware Law

Luz Laboy
Hunting Park CNC

Maureen Mulligan
Three Mile Island Alert

Individuals:
Afton Herring
Amy Lauria
Andrew Spiers
Ben Baddorf
Bertha Sarmina
Beth Halpern

Carla McFarlin

Patrick Cicero, Esqg.
Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network, Inc.

Peg Ruddy
Women's Resource Center

Phyllis Chamberlain
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania

Honorable Sara Innamorato
Pennsylvania State Representative
215t District

Sean DeYoung
Allies for Health + Wellbeing

Stefanie Seldin
Rebuilding Together Philadelphia

Susan Moore Wychulis
Community Action Association of PA

Terry Fromson
Women's Law Project

Veronica Coptis
Center for Coalfield Justice

Zabrina Finn
The Women’s Center, Inc. of
Columbia/Montour

Carrie Linz

Christin Smith

Craig Humbert
Dawn Plummer
Donald Cheetham 111
Emily Bowman

Eric Tuttle



Grant Johnson
Guy McUmber
Jacqueline Stutts
Jayee Borkay
Julie Corredato
Kadeem Morris
Karl Jones
Kathlene Russell
Kathryn McKee
Laura Horowitz
Luz Laboy
Madilyn Keaton

Marjorie Powers

Michelle Brix
Nicole Gross-Camp
Nora Elmarzouky
Peter Zurflieh
Renee Robinson
Sally Burns

Talia Baldini
Tammy Barnett
Tanya Mack

Tracy Radtke

Wes Bernstein



